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Interviews 

1st Grade - The Arabic Immersion Magnet School 

Lesson Time: 90 minutes (Either in one class period or broken over two)  

Our 1st grade students represent a blend of novice low learners to novice high. Our proficiency target for 
all students is to achieve at least novice mid by the end of 1st grade. In this lesson, students engage in 
interpretive, interpersonal and presentational activities to learn how to illicit personal information from a 
friend, as well as respond to simple questions about themselves.  

Speaking Objective: I can express my likes and dislikes using practiced or memorized words and 
phrases. I can use words or short phrases to speak about myself. I can imitate/ repeat simple presentations 
of familiar ideas, events, and information.  

Listening Objective: I can understand when people introduce themselves or present a simple idea. I can 
watch a short video clip and answer (yes or no) questions about what I understood.  

Content Objective: I can understand basic personal information about another person. 

Language Objective: I can produce questions to illicit personal information from a friend and 
appropriately respond with personal information about myself 

Stem Sentences: My name is, I am in, My age is, I like.... 

Vocabulary: اسمي - أنا - صف - عمري - أحب  

Warm Up/Connection Activity: Students will begin with a warm up activity to get them thinking about 
what they like and using the sentence, "I like..." Students begin a quick draw (5 mins!) where they copy 
onto their papers “أنا أحب” ,then think of their favorite things and sketch them out. I will invite several 
students to share. 

Activity 1 (Interpretive): We will watch an interview that I'll have recorded with 2nd/3rd grade students. 
Students will hear my questions: What is your name? What grade are you in? What is your age? What do 
you like?  

As the students watch the video, I will pause and ask students what questions am I asking? We write our 
questions up on an anchor chart in their order! (The order of the questions is important for students to 
remember during their interviews). After we watch the video several times to determine the questions, I 
will ask students to listen for the answer. We repeat both the questions and the answers several times.  
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Activity 2 (Interpersonal): Students will become the interviewees. First, I will invite a few friends up to 
sit in a special chair. I will interview them, holding up our questions as I ask them. I will elicit the 
questions from the class before I ask each one. The class will help their friends through how to respond 
correctly using our stem sentences!  

Activity 3 (Interpersonal): Students become the interviewers. 2 friends will come up at once, one will 
interview and the other will answer. We will look for peer correction though mostly just encourage 
language production. 

Activity 4 (Interpersonal): Students will set up two chairs across from one another and rotate 
interviewing partners. Each group will grab a toy microphone to make it seem real! I will have a bell that 
I will ding every time they have to find a new partner. Every 1-2 switches, we will re-confirm the 
questions students are supposed to ask.  

Activity 5 (Presentational): Students come up in front of the class and with the real microphone get to 
present their interview to fellow students. I recorded their videos and then the next day, we watched them 
in class as an extension activity and I asked them to tell me what information they learned about their 
classmates.  

There is the option to extend this activity into a writing project where students create a من أنا booklet and 
use the stem sentences (from an anchor chart) to write their name, age, class and then either write or 
draw their likes. We either draw self portraits or students bring in photos that we paste on the inside of 
their booklets. They then get the opportunity to present themselves to the class.  

Evaluation: Teachers can create a rubric for evaluation students final performances which serve as 
students exit tickets for the activity. If students don’t want to present, teachers can evaluate them as they 
are rotating and informally practicing with classmates.  
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