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OBJECTIVES: 
Students can: 
 

● Use culturally 

appropriate greetings 

(e.g., hello) 

● Introduce 

themselves 

● Say goodbye 

● Use culturally 

appropriate gestures 

for greeting and 

saying goodbye to 

others 

● Recognize Arabic 

letters and 

distinguish some 

sounds 

● Speak clearly and 

understandably with 

peers and teachers 

● Learn the Arabic 

alphabet and the 

shape of letters by 

tracing letters within 

the words introduced 

in this unit  
 

 

UNIT DESCRIPTION: 
In this unit, students will gain the ability to use culturally appropriate 

greetings, phrases of introduction, and leave-taking expressions. Initially, 

students will interpret and react to pictures, illustrations, rhymes, and audio 

clips. Students will also be able to interact with their teacher and 

classmates by greeting one another, asking for and saying their names, and 

saying goodbye. At the conclusion of this unit, students will present a 

conversation with culturally appropriate gestures and will recognize the 

Arabic script through the alphabet and vocabulary that represent these 

letters.  

 

 
 

DURATION:   
 Twelve Days 

STANDARDS 
ACTFL Standard:  
Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.  
  

 

UNIT MODES OF FOCUS: 
Interpretive, Interpersonal & Presentational 

MATERIALS, RESOURCES AND USEFUL WEB SITES: 
 
● Kindergarten level pictures with related illustrations  

● Picture cards that show vocabulary words and phrases. Use the same pictures from the Pre-Assessment 

Template to make your flashcards (Attachment 1) 

● Arabic “Alphabet Song”: songs can be found on YouTube or on the Sinbad cartoon CD. 

● Classroom set of hand puppets, such as camels or any preferred puppets.  

● Teacher-made dialogues that highlight the vocabulary expressions targeted in this unit 

● Video clips of native speakers (captured from TV programs or taken off the internet) using the vocabulary 

and culturally appropriate gestures 

  song. This song could be made into a play or puppet show (Attachment 3) ”اسمي قطة“ ●

● Alphabet carpet and alphabet magnet game and box such as those found on www.noorart.com or any visuals 

that would support the alphabet. Teacher may use Al-masdar website to find Apps that would support 

teaching the alphabet.   

● Attached PowerPoint with flashcards to teach the daily letters 

 

http://www.noorart.com/


   K - UNIT ONE: Greetings 

 

  

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Who speaks Arabic? Who are we in our Arabic class? 

2 
يخطوات وائل فوزي  

 
 
 

 
VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURES 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 خ ح ج ث ت ب أ

 ص ش س ز ر ذ د

English Arabic 

Hello! مرحبا 

 

 
What is your name? 

(m/f) 

 

My name is ___ 
 

 

؟ ما اسمك  

 

____اسمي   

I انا 

Goodbye! مع السالمة 

Hello! 
 

Teacher - Class 

 مرحبا

 

صف  –أستاذ   
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PRE-ASSESSMENT 
● Pass out the greetings Pre-Assessment Activity Worksheet to students. 

● Discuss with students what they think is happening in each picture: saying hello in the first one, saying 

their names in the second, saying goodbye in the third. You will need to read the names written in 

Arabic in the dialogue boxes aloud in the middle picture. 

● In random order, say and visually demonstrate the following words using culturally appropriate 

gestures:  

   “Hello!” 

         “What is your name?” 

         “My name is ___.”  

         “I am ___.” 

“Goodbye!”  

         “Hello, Class!” 

        “Hello, Teacher!” 

● Have students circle or place an “X” on the corresponding visual in each set, which best correlates to 

the expression that was given to demonstrate their recognition of greetings, name exchanges, and 

goodbyes. 
 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS: 

 

Interpretive Assessment 
 

Using the same worksheet that students used to complete the pre-assessment (Pre-Assessment Activity 

Attachment 1), students will demonstrate their understanding of target vocabulary phrases by circling or 

putting an “X” under the picture that corresponds to the teachers‟ utterance of a greeting, name exchange, 

or goodbye.  

 
Interpersonal Assessment  

● Each student is paired up with a partner. Based on the prompts (e.g., two students meet each other for 

first time, student meets “teacher”), students present culturally appropriate conversation. The students will 

be required to use culturally appropriate gestures as they converse.  

● Students will exchange introducing letters along with their related words to each other in a circle or by 

passing cards saying the letter and its word.  

 
Presentational  

● Students perform the greetings dialogues among each other through the recommended Kagan game 

and Inside-Outside Circle game. The instructions for this game can be found at 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/Inside-OutsideCircle.html. We highly recommend researching Kagan 

cooperative learning strategies and structures (see resource list).   

● Students will sing the “اسمي قطة” song and the “alphabet song.” The “اسمي قطة” song is found below at the 

end of the unit (Attachment 2). The audio and video “Alphabet Song” can be found on Arabian Sinbad or 

on YouTube. 

 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/Inside-OutsideCircle.html
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SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITIES 
 
Day One 

● Have a brief discussion with the class about greetings, name exchanges, and goodbyes, which includes 

the correct sequence of events and occasions when these events take place.  

● Using Arabic greetings, phrases for name exchange and goodbyes, as well as culturally appropriate 

gestures, conduct the Pre-Assessment using the Pre-Assessment Activity Response Sheet (Attachment 

1). Collect and score the templates to determine the extent of your students‟ background knowledge on 

this topic and the need for remediation. 

● Make an Arabic name tag for each student in your class ahead of time and write each student‟s name 

on the card using Arabic calligraphy. Have students around the table coloring/decorating their 

nametags (name in Arabic).  The instructor can make the nametags ahead of time or, if time permits, 

call the students one at a time and write their names in front of them.  At this age, students are not 

writing in Arabic script themselves. 

● Introduce the alphabet and its related words that include these letters, introduce ()ا .  Include 1 letter and 

1 flash card or use the attached PowerPoint pictures (Alphabet World) as flash cards. The PowerPoint 

includes one word for each letter; these words are parts of the units that will be taught in the future. 

Teach the letter and its related word showing the visual for the word. As time goes on, have students 

identify the letters based on the sound you pronounce (e.g., “Alif sounds like (a-aa), as in the word 

Asad”).  Then, call students to trace the letter with their finger and say the sound. The rest of the class 

should trace “Alif” in the air using their fingers while saying the number. You may also demonstrate 

the PowerPoint slides  “عالم الحروف, Arabic letters World” on your overhead if you have one or make it a 

flash card. Make sure you send the summary of the Arabic letters and words (PowerPoint Arabic 

Letters) attachment home so parents can teach students and reinforce the Arabic letters and words.  

 

Day Two 
● Using picture cards, present the phrases with a culturally appropriate gesture:   

“Hello!” gesture: shake hands, “Goodbye!” gesture: wave hand.  

● Have students repeat each phrase as a class and individually to practice pronunciation and intonation 

with a culturally appropriate gesture. 

Write „Hello!,‟ and „Goodbye!‟ on the board with large font. Read the phrases                                               

with a pointer.  Have students repeat after you several times. 

● Cut-and-paste Activity: Give students the pictures of hello and goodbye with a list of unit words and 

phrases and let students cut out the appropriate phrases and paste them onto the pictures. 

● Introduce the “اسمي قطة” song (Attachment 3). Teach students how to sing and repeat after you using 

puppets or body gestures.  

● Review previous letters quickly and introduce the letter of the day and its related word (ب).  Use 1 letter 

per flashcard.   

 

Day Three  

● Conduct a quick oral review of the vocabulary. Have the students stand while they do this and use 

appropriate gestures.  This review will be done in student-student or student-teacher pairs.   

● Conduct an activity using picture cards in which students say the expressions that correspond to the 

pictures they are shown. Call on the whole class and then individual students. 
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● Using pictures, present phrases with a culturally appropriate gesture:  (e.g., What is your name?) 

● Have students repeat as a class and individually each phrase to practice pronunciation and intonation 

with a culturally appropriate gesture. 

● Write the part of the dialogue that was taught before on the board with large font. Read the phrases 

with a pointer. Have students repeat after you several times. 

● What’s-our-Name? Game: Put the students in one large circle or two smaller circles (depending on 

classroom space). State your name in a complete sentence, then throw a soft ball to a student and ask, 

“What is your name?” That student should state his or her name. The game continues as the student 

throws the ball to another student and asks, “What is your name?” Ensure that all students get to take a 

turn. 

● Review the “اسمي قطة” song and repeat a few times to introduce greetings through the song 

● Through cards and an alphabet carpet found in www.noorart.com, introduce the new letter and the 

related word that includes these letters (1 letter per flashcard) (ت & ث).  

● Introduce the first part of the alphabet song and teach students how to sing it with melodies.  You may 

also show an alphabet song video clip.  

 

Day Four   

● Show students the greeting dialogue on a digital poster: a larger version of the Pre-Assessment 

(Attachment 1). Repeat several times until the students read the dialogue on top of each picture. Ask 

students to repeat after you until they pronounce all vocabulary and phrases accurately. Point to each 

sentence on the poster.  

● Warm up with the “اسمي قطة” song and repeat a few times to review greetings through the song.  

● Present the new words/phrases, using picture cards, with a culturally appropriate gesture: (teacher); 

(friend); “I am ___.”; “Hello, Class!” gesture: hold hands together with body slightly bent; “Hello, 

Teacher!” gesture: stand up.  

● Write down “مرحبا” on the board with large font and read each phrase from the picture cards with a 

pointer. Have students repeat several times, do this for all new words and phrases.  

● Have students repeat as a class and individually each word or phrase to practice the pronunciation and 

intonation with the associated culturally appropriate gesture. 

● Lead students in reading the dialogues of “Hello!” Repeat it several times until the students read it 

accurately.  

● Divide students into small groups. Give each student a turn practicing greetings between teacher and 

students.  

● Introduce alphabet and its related words that include these letters ( ج & ح)  (1 letter per flashcard). Show 

an alphabet video clip once or more if time permits.  

 

Day Five 

● Lead the students in the recognition of dialogues found in the language structure above written down 

on the board with large font. 

● Sing with students the “اسمي قطة” song and repeat a few times to review greetings through song. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.noorart.com/
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● Show video clips of native speakers (captured from TV programs or taken off the internet) using the 

vocabulary and culturally appropriate gestures and have students demonstrate comprehension by doing 

the gestures they‟ve learned, or by answering simple questions. You may also show the Sinbad 

greetings dialogue found in DVD 1.  

● Model the complete conversation using two hand puppets, one on each hand. Modify your voice so that 

each puppet has a distinct voice of its own to capture students‟ attention. Then give students hand 

puppets and have them do the conversation several times, each time with a different partner. Circulate 

and provide feedback to students as needed. 

● Introduce alphabet and its related words that include this letter ( خ) (1 letter per flashcard). Show an 

alphabet video clip and teach a part of the “Alphabet song.” 

 

Day Six 

● Lead students in the reading of dialogues. 

● Warm up with the “Alphabet song” and the " اسمي قطة  ” song.  

● Conduct the Interpretive Assessment. Pass out the same worksheet that students used to complete the 

Pre-Assessment.  The teacher may create his/her own Pre-Assessment Activity Score Sheet if your K 

students are on the grade book. Randomly pronounce a greeting, a name exchange, and a goodbye. 

Change the order from the Pre-Assessment. Students will demonstrate their recognition of target 

expressions by circling or putting an “X” under the picture that corresponds to the expression they 

hear.  

● Conduct the Interpersonal Assessment. Pair each student up with a partner, give the prompts (e.g., two 

students first meet, a student meets a “teacher”), and have the students present an appropriate 

conversation with each other.  

● Assess each student‟s proficiency by listening to the pronunciation and intonation. You may want to 

create your own interpersonal scoring sheet or rubric if your K students are on the grade book.  

● Have a quiet activity (e.g., coloring or drawing) for students to work on while you assess the paired 

students.  For example, you may use the clear letters templates found on the Yamani Arabic website, 

http://www.yamniarabic.com to have students color the alphabet. 

● Introduce alphabet and its related words that include this letter (د) (1 letter per flashcard).  Show an 

alphabet video clip and have students sing louder than the video.   

 

 

Days Seven through Twelve 
● These days are reserved for teaching the alphabet in more detail, letters ( ص -ذ ).  Make sure you include 

as many visuals as you can. Pay attention to the different Arabic dialects on these websites where you 

will look for more visual resources to support the alphabet and greetings.  

● Introduce 1 or 2 letters with a review of greetings, but with increased focus on the alphabet and its 

related vocabulary.  You can play games with the taught portion of the alphabet. Manipulate with these 

Arabic letters as much as you can to reinforce the alphabet and phonetics.  

● Help students create flash cards about the letters and the pictures of words that reinforce these letters. 

Do this type of game until you are confident about students‟ recognition of the letters in the alphabet. If 

teacher has other alphabet related games, s/he should use as many board and physical games to 

reinforce the learning of the alphabet. Focus on using the attached PowerPoint because it includes 

much of the vocabulary that will be introduced in future units.  

http://www.yamniarabic.com/
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● Some suggested alphabet games include: Alphabet Magnet Board Game, Alphabet Carpet, Alphabet 

Wood Box, Childrens Computer with B&W screen, or Alphabet puzzle. 

 

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT: 
Allow students who are initially hesitant in responding to the name question with complete sentences to use 

word utterances that correctly respond to the questions. Partner these students in subsequent activities with 

students who you have identified that can provide a strong model.  

 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS: 
● Attachment 1: Pre-assessment 

● Attachment 2: Alphabet Power point 

● Attachment 3: “Ismi Qetah” Song (song found below) 

● Attachment 4: Arabic Letters. (All words from the PowerPoint to be sent home with the above box)  

 

 

TECHNOLOGY CONNECTION: 
You can make additional audio resources available to your students on your school‟s website.  You may want 

to consider making these classroom resources available:  

● Arabian Sinbad cartoon from DVD 1 includes a good greetings dialogue and the alphabet video clip (to 

be shown in class not posted on any website).  

 
 

NOTES FOR TEACHER: 

● Encourage students to teach someone at home, for example a parent or sibling, the vocabulary, alphabet, 

and songs that they are learning.  

● Create a Speaking Extension activity that will involve parents in the learning process. Students must bring 

back the Speaking Extension activity from home stating that the student attempted to recite the expressions 

to another family member. Students who attempted to teach the words to a family member might be 

rewarded in some way, such as a smiley face or star on a chart. 

● Students can present the dialogues at home that they learned in class and have a parent or guardian try the 

dialogue in Arabic with them. You should send home a transliterated copy of the dialogue and/or it should 

be posted on your school‟s website. 

● Add the dialogue to the Speaking Extension Activity and encourage students to present the dialogues to 

family members.  Recognize their effort as above.  
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EXTENSIONS AND HOME CONNECTIONS 

 

TO BE SENT HOME 
 

Greetings 
Name: ______________________________________                         Date: ____/____/_________ 

 

In our Arabic class, your child is learning the vocabulary listed below. Please encourage your child to 

teach a family member these words. Please do not show your child the transliteration as s/he is learning 

to read the Arabic script directly without any English references.  If the unit includes a song or rhyme 

have your child sing it for you and perform body gestures.  Also please have your child perform the 

dialog with a sibling or guardian.  

     

English Transliteration Arabic 

Hello! Marhaba مرحبا 
 

 

What is your name? 
 

My name is ___ 
 

 

Ma Ismoka ( M ) ? 
 

Ma Ismoki (F)? 
 

Ismi ___ 

 ما اسمك ؟

 

_____اسمي   

I Ana انا 

Goodbye! Ma’a A-salamah مع السالمة 

Hello! 
 

Teacher - Class 

Marhaba 
 

Ustaath(z) – Saf 

 مرحبا
 

صف  –أستاذ   
 
Students are also learning these Arabic Letters: 
 

 خ ح ج ث ت ب أ
 Alif Baa Taa Thaa Jeem Haa Khaa 

 ص ش س ز ر ذ د
Daal Thaal Raa Zeyn Seen Sheen Saad 
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Attachment 1 

Pre-Assessment  

Unit 1 

Name:                               Date:____/___/________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

         
 

 مرحبا
 

 اسمي سامي

 مرحبا

 ما اسمك؟
 

 مع السالمة
 

 مع السالمة
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 مرحبا

سامية ناا  

 مرحبا
 

 ما اسمك؟

 مع السالمة
 مع السالمة 
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Attachment 3 
Song 

(اسمي قطة)  

 
 

 مرحبا نوو نوو  مرحبا     مرحبا مرحبا هوو هوو

 هوو هوو  إسمي كلب      ؟ نوو نوو  ما اسمك

 إسمي قطة نوو نوو      ؟  ما اسمك هوو هوو

 أنا كلب هوو هوو             أنا قطة نوو نوو

 مع السالمه يا قطة هوو هوو

 مع السالمه يا كلب نوو نوو
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GENERAL TIPS 

 
After piloting this unit, Arabic language teachers made the following suggestions: 
 
● It is very important for kindergartners to have a comfortable environment on the first day of Arabic class.  

You may wish to provide some puppets or stuffed animals for students to wear on their hands or hold. 

● Modify the time needed for this unit based on class size and time it takes to move through the activity 

sequence. 

● The teacher may create his/her own scoring sheet to record students‟ scores on the Assessments Scoring 

Sheet. You may create one scoring sheet for each type of assessment you present to keep records of your 

students.  

 


