
Clementi/Terrill 2013; Modified by Clementi 2014 
 

Family unit  plan 
Teachers:  Rafef Saed, Amal Taher, Abeer Lafta 
 

Language and  
Level / Grade 

Arabic: Novice mid 
Level 1 / High School 

Approximate Length of Unit 5 weeks  

Approximate Number of Minutes 
Weekly 

250 minutes (50mn/day) 

Theme/Topic 
Essential Question 

Family and Communities/Family 
 

Essential Question:  
 What is the role of family in daily life? 
 

Goals 
 
What should learners know 
and be able to do by the 
end of the unit?  

Learners will be able to: 
1. Identify family member and relatives by relationships. 
2. Compare and contrast the cultural and traditional family practices within the Arab world countries.   
3. Describe the role of families in celebrations in the Arab world.   
4. Give examples of the role of the family in the Arab world.  
5. Compare family roles and activities in an Arab family and the family roles in the U.S.  
6. Identify the role of family members in relation to gender.  
 

Summative 
Performance Assessment 
• These tasks are real-

world & demonstrate 
application of learning  

• They are integrated 
throughout the unit.  

• The template encourages 
multiple interpretive 
tasks that inform the 
content of the 
presentational and 
interpersonal tasks. 

• The tasks incorporate 21st 
Century Skills:  
Communication, 
Collaboration, Critical 
Thinking, and Creativity. 

 
 

1. Watch a video-clip about an Arab family’s daily routine; identify family members from the video and determine how their routine 
differs from their own families.  

2. Listen to a song about family; illustrate the main ideas in the song to show understanding.  
3. Watch a video-clip of an Arabic family gathering during the holidays, and compare it to their own by making a double bubble thinking 

map.   

Presentational Mode 
Create a family tree using keywords and pictures.  Then point 
to each picture and name each member of the family.  Include 
two activities that each person does as part of their daily 
routine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interpersonal Mode 
Based on the presentational task (family tree and daily routine activities of 
each family member), ask and answer questions about their families of 
classmates in your small group.  

              Interpretive Mode 
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Cultures 
(Sample Evidence) 

 
Indicate the relationship 
between the product, 
practice, and perspective.  

Product:  Eye contact (intangible product)                          
Practice:  Not looking directly in the eye of elderly 
Perspective:  Respect   
     
Product:  Henna            
Practice:   Putting Henna on hands and feet for celebrations        
Perspective:   Beauty   

Connections 
(Sample Evidence) 

 
 

Making Connections Acquiring Information 

Social Studies:  Roles of family in different 
cultures 
English Language Arts:  Preparing and giving a 
short speech about family 
 

 
Access websites and videos about family and celebrations in the Arab world. 
 
 

Comparisons 
(Sample Evidence) 

 
Language Comparisons Cultural Comparisons 

 

 Gender differences, Masculine and Feminine: 
؟هذه من هذا؟ من  

؟أمكَ  عمر كم  
؟أمكَ  عمر كم  

عم-خال :Uncle 
عمة-خالة : Aunt 

 Aunt-Older women-stepmother:خالة
سيدي-جدي : Grandfather 

 
 
 
 

Family structure in the Arab world and the United States 
 
Different family member roles in the Arab world and the United States. 
 
 
 

Communities 
(Sample Evidence) 

 

School and Community Lifelong Learning 

Post their families profiles in class/Edmodo. 
Interviewing their extended family members 
and video tape an interview to share with 
family. 
 
 

 
Build family relationships by helping to plan a family reunion. 
 
Monitor personal progress in achieving the learning goals for the unit. 
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Connections to Common 
Core 

Reading 8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence.   
Writing 6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Speaking and Listening 5:  Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of 
presentations. 
Speaking and Listening 6:  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate 

Toolbox 
FUNCTIONS:  Identify members of the family 
                         State what family members do each day 
                         Describe a family celebration 

 Can-do Statements/Language Functions       Related Structures / Patterns Priority Vocabulary 

Interpretive Mode My name is---- 
This is my family 
This is my mother 
This is my father 
This is my sister 
This is my Uncle---etc. 
How old is your----(masculine, feminine) 
What does your father do? 
What does your mother do? 
What does your sister do? 
 

Family 
Father 
Mother 
Self 
Brother 
Sister 
Grandfather 
Grandmother 
Stepfather 
Stepmother 
Uncle 
Aunt 
Cousin 
Grandson 
Granddaughter 
Cat 
Dog 
Chicken 
 
Daily activities 
 
Activities people do at a celebration 
 
 
 

I can understand a video-clip about an Arab family’s daily routine 
and identify family members. 
I can understand a song describing a family.  
I can understand a video-clip about an Arabic family gathering 
during the holidays, and compare it to what my family does during 
the holidays.   

Presentational Mode 

I can create a family tree.  
I can present my family’s daily routine. 
I can compare my family’s daily routine with Arab family daily 
routine. 
I can present the Eid celebration in the Arab world countries. 

Interpersonal Mode 

I can ask and answer questions about my family. 
I can share what my family does each day with others. 
I can tell what my family does for a celebration and ask what others 
do for a celebration. 
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Key Learning Activities/Formative Assessments 

Key Learning Activity/Formative Assessment 
(representative samples from beginning to end of unit) 

How does this activity support the 
unit goals or performance tasks? 

Mode of Communication 

Match visual images to written words Identifying family members Interpretive 

Complete double bubble map  
Compare and contrast between 
cultures 

Presentational 

Make and present a family tree Identifying family members Presentational 

Make a movie about their family Role play Interpersonal/presentational 

Use Kahoot App for formative assessment to review activities that families 
do 

Review vocabulary Interpretive 

Answer teacher generated questions on Quizlet and Voice thread Identifying 
Interpretive 
Presentational 

Resources Technology Integration 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kahoot to review vocabulary 
Quizlet 
Voicethread 

 


